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Can western adjuncts effectively teach
Biblical counseling cross-culturally?
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e believe the answer to this
question is YES, by the grace
of God, as was demonstrated
in our Benin–Cameroon TriM modules, and following certain
guidelines. [For more information on this
question, see our blog post of 9/19/
2017]
https://sjnunemaker.wordpress.com/20
17/09/19/western-adjunctscommunicating-effectively/

BENIN & CAMEROON
Most missionaries would agree that it is
virtually impossible for an American
teacher to sufficiently understand the
relevant cultural particularities to
effectively teach a course like pastoral
counseling cross-culturally. However,
with an experienced teacher with a love
for the students, this is not necessarily
an insurmountable obstacle. Human
nature being what it is, and the sin
nature being what it is (universally), it is
possible for a western teacher to teach
Biblical principles in ways that are
culturally transmissible, without the
teacher necessarily having an in-depth
understanding of all the cultural
implications. We had the privilege of

taking an experienced and passionate
teacher with us to Benin and Cameroon,
in September 2017.
Dr David Culver, Lead Pastor of
Shawnee Hills Baptist Church, taught an
introductory course on pastoral
counseling to our pastors-in-training in
both venues, while Steve taught
Eschatology (Benin) and Bibliology
(Cameroon). Although not his first trip
to Africa, it was Dave’s first trip to West
and Central Africa with Tri-M
Francophone. At least 35 pastors,
graduates, wives, and other church
leaders attended the module in
Cotonou; more than 50 attended Dave’s
class in Douala (Ndokoti).
Dave related very well to the students,
interacting and answering their many
questions. It was good to have a pastor
with counseling experience teaching this
elective to our pastors and their wives.
We were also grateful for good
translators in both modules: Patrice in
Cotonou, Victor in Douala.
THANK YOU for interceding for us (Tri-M
missionaries and adjunct teachers, as
well as students), during these recent

Dr David Culver consults with his
translator, Victor, in Douala, Cameroon
modules. Please pray for the next series
of modules in Togo and Niger, West
Africa, in October and November 2017.

TIER TWO, THREE, BLESSINGS IN
BENIN
Tri-M’s “Tier Two” level of training is
where graduates of the program become
involved in modular training themselves,
as teachers. “Tier Three” is where we
come alongside of modular training
programs initiated by graduates or other
indigenous leaders. In reality, most of
our graduates are pastors or church
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planters, so most of their teaching is in
a local church setting. We are grateful,
however, for a handful of graduates
who have already become involved in
our current Tri-M training programs,
teaching in our absence. This has been
the case in Niger, in our Bible Institute
(I.B.B.S.), but will also soon take place
in Cotonou, Benin. One of our
graduates (and recently ordained
pastors), Jean Houeto, Pastor of the
Evangelical
Baptist
Church
of
Gbegamey (Cotonou), will be teaching
a Tri-M course on Evangelism in
December, God willing.
AHOGA Paul – a 2016 graduate (see
our December 2016 newsletter) has
recently initiated a Tri-M “Tier Three”
training program in his local church,
using the Tri-M Africa curriculum.
During our September module in
Cotonou, he was excited to introduce a
few of his students to us (below).

AHOGA Paul (second from left), with
students from his Tri-M training program

TRI-M & CHURCH GROWTH
Although most of our time in Benin and
Cameroon was spent in teaching, we had
several opportunities to preach, counsel
individuals going through difficulties, and
advise church leaders on various
problems confronting them. Mentoring
is becoming an increasing part of our
ministry in the countries where we
teach. This was especially true this time,
because of the counseling course that
was being taught by Dave Culver.
Church leaders had been encouraged to
have their wives attend, as well as
deacons and lay leaders engaged in
ministry who may have opportunities to
counsel. We would encourage you to
pray for our students, church leaders,

Dave Culver with Cotonou group
and members, as they address needs in
their congregations similar to those you
would encounter in North America, as
well as some that are unique to African
society and culture.

With Pastor Alain – following Sunday
service in Agla (Cotonou)

TOGO & NIGER MODULES
Our tickets and visas are in hand for the
Togo and Niger modules scheduled for
October-November 2017. Please commit
to praying for this series of modules that
will take us through mid-November (See
schedule at right).

Personal preoccupations…
Many of you have been praying for Steve’s
Mom – Anna Nunemaker – and we are
grateful. She is still in assisted living at
Brookdale
Senior
Solutions,
in
Hagerstown, MD, and seems to be settling
in a little better (although she would still
prefer to return to her own home).
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However, during our
recent modules in Benin
and Cameroon, we got
word that Julie’s Mom –
Lois Roberts – had
experienced a ministroke (TIA), and further
testing at a Syracuse
hospital revealed that
she had in fact suffered
a series of three ministrokes over several
months.
She
is
recovering well, praise
God, but will need
physical therapy. She
also will no longer be
able to drive. PLEASE
PRAY for our Moms during these difficult
times of adjustment.

Fall Schedule 2017
▪

October 1 – Missions Report
Vorea Community Church

▪

October 13-15 – Missions
Conference, CBC Pulaski, NY

▪

October 20 – Departure for Togo,
Niger, Modules

▪

October 23-27 – Kpalimé, Togo
Module

▪

October 29 – November 18
Niamey/Makalondi (Niger)
Modules

THANK YOU for your faithful prayers and
financial support!
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